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DE PSC Regulated Natural Gas 

Pipeline Operators in Delaware

 Delmarva Power (Natural Gas)- Trans. & Distribution

 Chesapeake Utilities (Natural Gas)

 Elkton Gas Service (Natural Gas)- No DE Customers

 Cherry Island Renewable Energy (Landfill Gas)-
Transmission by 49 CFR 192.3 Definition

Liquefied Natural Gas Facilities

 Delmarva Power



Other DE PSC Regulated 

Systems

 Master Meter Operators (9)
 13 Inspection Sites

 Propane Operators (14)
 106 Inspection Sites



Who DE PSC DOES NOT

Regulate

 Interstate Transmission Pipelines
(e.g., Eastern Shore Natural Gas)

 Hazardous Liquid Pipelines
(Interstate nor Intrastate)

 Some Propane Operators
(Those w/ systems serving <10 Customers and not in a public space-
49 CFR 192.1(5) )



Delaware Public Service 

Commission Staff

 One Program Manager

– Jerry Platt

 Two Inspectors

– Bob Schaefgen

– Chavis Bianco

 Misc. Professional, Administrative, and 

Clerical Staff that contribute to the Pipeline 

Safety Program



CY2017 Inspection Summary

Operator Type No. of 

Operators

Inspection 

Units

Inspection 

Person-Days

Inspections

Distribution

Private 3 4 145.5 244

Master Meter 9 13 8 20

LPG 14 106 32 120

LNG 1 1 1 1

Transmission

Intrastate 2 2 2 7

Totals 188.5 392



Breakdown of Inspection Days



Violations & Compliance Actions
Year Compliance

Actions

No. of 

NOPV’s

Civil Penalties 

Assessed

2009 0 0 $0

2010* 2 7 $0

2011 1 2 $0

2015 7 17 $19,400

2016 3 10 $6500**

2017 3 22 $23,000

*   DE became a Certification State

**  Civil Penalty for one Compliance Action is still TBD



49 CFR §190.236

Emergency Orders



Imminent Hazard



2018 Enforcement Actions

 So far in 2018, DE PSC has issued 4 

Compliance Actions containing a total of 21 

Violations cited. The Civil Penalties 

assessed for these are $42,000.

 One of the Compliance Actions issued in 

2018 was a Written Warning to a MMO 

citing 9 Violations but assessing no Civil 

Penalties at this point.



Delmarva Service Territory

126,084 Services

Chesapeake Service Territory

54,964 Services

Natural Gas Distribution Companies



Main Lines
(2017 End-of-Year Data)

 3093 miles of Main Lines

 176 mile (6%) Increase from 2014 EOY

 24.5 miles is unprotected steel (bare & coated)

 10.4 mile (29.8%) Decrease from 2014 EOY

 65.4 miles is cast/wrought iron

 16.8 mile (20.4%) Decrease from 2014 EOY

 238.6 miles is pre-1960 (over 55 years old)

 23.1 mile (8.8%) Decrease from 2014 EOY



Transmission/Main Materials



Service Lines
(2017 End of Year Data)

 181,048 total service pipelines

 13,703 (8.2%) Increase from 2014 EOY

 11,407 are unprotected steel (bare & coated)

 2077 (15.4%) Decrease from 2014 EOY

 0 cast iron services



Damage Prevention

 Law change signed by Gov. Carney on 8/29/18

 Main changes:

– Enforcement authority is “shared” by the DE Public 

Service Commission and the Attorney General

– Mandatory reporting of damages by facility operators

 Pipeline operators must report all damages as soon as 

practicable

 All other facility operators must report damages exceeding 

$3000 as soon as practicable

– Anyone can report a violation of the “Act” to DE PSC



Violation Reporting

https://depsc.delaware.gov/

Contains forms for:

Reporting of facility damage by an Operator

or

Reporting a violation of the “Act” by all others

https://depsc.delaware.gov/


Damage Statistics



Damage Statistics



The End

Questions?


