
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ) 
ARTESIAN WATER COMPANY, INC., FOR AN  ) 
INCREASE IN WATER RATES   ) PSC DOCKET NO. 04-42 
(FILED FEBRUARY 5, 2004)   )  

 
 

ORDER NO. 6681 
 
 AND NOW, this 19th day of July, 2005, the Delaware Public Service 

Commission (the “Commission”) having met at its regularly-scheduled 

meeting to consider the appropriate form of opinion and order that 

should be entered to reflect its deliberations held on April 5, 2005, 

and to consider the application of Artesian Water Company, Inc.  

(“Artesian”) for reconsideration of the alternative minimum tax issue 

in light of the June 28, 2005 amendment to 26 Del. C. §102(3) 

regarding the treatment of alternative minimum tax (“AMT”) in rate 

base; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commission has determined that this docket should be 

remanded to the Hearing Examiner in order for the Hearing Examiner to 

address the AMT rate base issue, as well as consider Artesian’s 

request to “true up” the rate base in this proceeding;  

 
Now, therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 1. That this docket is remanded to Senior Hearing Examiner 

William F. O’Brien to schedule and conduct such evidentiary hearings 

as may be necessary to have a full and complete record concerning the 

AMT issue and the actual amount of Artesian’s rate base as of the end 

of the test period, and to thereafter file a report and 



recommendations with the Commission.  Dates and times for serving and 

responding to discovery shall be included in the procedural schedule.  

Senior Hearing Examiner O’Brien is specifically delegated the 

authority to determine the form and manner of any further public 

notice in this matter.  James McC. Geddes, Esquire, shall continue as 

Rate Counsel in this matter. 

 2. That, upon the conclusion of the Commission’s deliberations 

on these two remanded issues, the parties shall confer to discuss the 

form of the Final Findings, Opinion and Order in this docket and to 

try to reach a mutually agreeable form of opinion and order. 

 3. That the Commission reserves the jurisdiction and authority 

to enter such other or further orders in this matter as may be deemed 

necessary or proper. 

      BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
 
  
       /s/ Arnetta McRae    
       Chair 
 
  
             
       Vice Chair 
 
 
       /s/ Joann T. Conaway    
       Commissioner 
 
 
       /s/ Jaymes B. Lester    
       Commissioner 
 
 
       /s/ Dallas Winslow    
ATTEST:      Commissioner 
 
 
/s/ Karen J. Nickerson_________ 
Secretary 
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