
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE 

 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION’S ) 
CONSIDERATION OF THE INTERCONNECTION ) 
STANDARD FOR DELMARVA POWER & LIGHT ) PSC DOCKET NO. 07-234 
COMPANY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF  ) 
16 U.S.C. § 2621(d)(15)   ) 
(OPENED SEPTEMBER 4, 2007)   ) 
 
 

ORDER NO. 7275_ 
 

 This 4th day of September, 2007, the Commission determines and 

Orders the following:  

1. By Order No. 6983 (July 11, 2006), the Commission opened 

Regulation Docket No. 58 to consider whether the Public Utility 

Regulatory Policy Act (“PURPA”) Interconnection Standards enacted by 

the United States Energy Policy Act of 2005 (“the Act”) should apply 

to Delaware regulated electric utilities.1  In Order No. 6983, the 

                                                 
1The PURPA interconnection standard to be considered by the State 

commissions is codified at 16 U.S.C. § 2621(d) (15) as added by the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 § 1254 (a). This section provides: 

 
Each electric utility shall make available, upon request, 
interconnection service to any electric consumer that the 
electric utility services. For purposes of this paragraph, 
the term “interconnection service” means service to an 
electric consumer under which an on-site generating 
facility on the consumer’s premises shall be connected to 
the local distribution facilities. Interconnection services 
shall be offered based upon the standards developed by the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers: IEEE 
Standard 1547 for Interconnecting Distributed Resources 
with Electric Power Systems, as they may be amended from 
time to time. In addition, agreements and procedures shall 
be established whereby the services offered shall promote 
current best practices of interconnection for distributed 
generation, including but not limited to practices 
stipulated in model codes adopted by associations of state 
regulatory agencies. All such agreements and procedures 
shall be just and reasonable, and not unduly discriminatory 
or preferential. 



Commission required public notice of the proceeding and set forth the 

following six specific questions on which the Commission solicited 

public comment: 

a. Should the Commission revisit and re-examine the 
“interconnection” protocols previously published by 
Delmarva Power & Light Company (“Delmarva”) and 
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“DEC”)? 

 
b. Do the provisions of the “Electric Utility Retail 

Customer Supply Act of 2006” provide any guidance on 
how the Commission should approach or resolve issues 
related to the interconnection of customer-owned 
generation? 

 
c. If the Commission should revisit interconnection 

protocols and processes, should the Commission utilize 
any of the existing models as a “straw” proposal? 

 
d. Should the Commission adopt a certain MegaWatt (MW) 

ceiling to apply to an interconnection standard and if 
so what should that limit be for each utility? 

 
e. If revisiting interconnection protocols is 

appropriate, what process would be the most efficient 
way for the Commission to proceed? 

 
f. Would it be more efficient to have Delmarva and DEC to 

initially submit re-worked documents and use those as 
“straw-men” for continued consideration of the PURPA 
standard?  

 
2. This docket was publicly noticed on July 18, 2006 and 

Hearing Examiner Price accepted petitions to intervene in the docket 

through August 29, 2006.  Parties to the proceeding included Delmarva, 

DEC, Mid-Atlantic Solar Energy Industries Association, the Delaware 

Million Solar Roofs Coalition (collectively “the Coalition”), the 

Division of the Public Advocate (“DPA”) and Staff. 

3. Comments were received from the various parties and 

summarized in Hearing Examiner Price’s letter of September 1, 2006 to 

the Commission.  In her review of the comments, Hearing Examiner Price 
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found no reason to undertake a re-examination of the Delaware 

interconnection standards at this time.  She further concluded that 

none of the parties provided any legal opinion concluding that the 

Commission’s previously enacted standards constituted “prior state 

action” under 16 U.S.C. § 2622(f)(1).  However, the Coalition 

maintained that Delaware’s standards fulfilled the Act’s requirement 

because the current interconnection protocols have not produced 

significant issues since their implementation six years ago.  If the 

Commission decided to initiate an examination of the interconnection 

standards, Hearing Examiner Price observed that neither the PJM nor 

Mid-Atlantic Distributed Resources Initiative (“MADRI”) standards 

would be appropriate as a “straw proposal” in light of concerns 

regarding potential technical risks in applying federal concepts on 

the State level.  She further observed that the New Jersey standards 

endorsed by the Coalition may provide a more efficient starting point.  

She further noted that any regulations promulgated by the Commission 

as a result of this endeavor should be clear, concise, and technically 

operable for both distributors and generators.2 

4. On July 17, 2007, Staff filed a motion requesting Hearing 

Examiner Price to direct Delmarva to file an interconnection standard 

based on the Act and agreements reached in other nearby jurisdictions.3  

Staff first argued that the Act requires the Commission to consider an 

                                                 
2See Hearing Examiner Ruth Ann Price’s Letter to the Chair and Members 

of the Commission (Sept. 1, 2006), attached hereto as Ex. “A.” 
 

3See Motion By The Staff Of The Delaware Public Service Commission 
Requesting Hearing Examiner Price To Direct Delmarva Power & Light Company To 
File A Proposed Interconnection Standard Pursuant To Recent Actions In Other 
Nearby Jurisdictions (July 17, 2007), attached hereto as Ex. “B.” 
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interconnection standard because the Commission had not previously 

adopted such standard.  In support of this finding, Staff determined 

that Commission review of an interconnection standard had been 

deferred by PSC Order No. 5454 (June 20, 2000) and that no filing of 

an interconnection standard has been made other than for informative 

purposes. 

5. Staff also argued that the experience of other 

jurisdictions such as Maryland, New Jersey, and the District of 

Columbia demonstrates that the adoption of a state-wide 

interconnection standard with regional consistency would minimize 

barriers to distributed generation and provide enhanced opportunities 

for generation development.  Moreover, Staff asserted that the ongoing 

dockets regarding Delaware’s energy future require the Commission to 

consider an interconnection standard in order to promote system 

reliability and enhanced opportunity to generate renewable energy 

sources. 

6. On July 24, 2007, Senior Hearing Examiner William F. 

O’Brien4 held a teleconference to consider Staff’s motion and discuss 

the future procedural schedule of the docket.  Delmarva, the 

Coalition, Staff, and the DPA participated in the teleconference.  

After reaching a consensus that no parties objected to Staff’s motion, 

the parties agreed that Delmarva would file a proposed interconnection 

standard with the Commission by October 31, 2007.5  The parties further 

                                                 
4Hearing Examiner Price was absent due to illness. 

 
5Because further proceedings about an appropriate interconnection 

services’ standard will be confined to Delmarva, the Commission will, now, 
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agreed that after a public comment period, the Commission would review 

the filing for potential adoption if the Commission found the proposed 

interconnection standard reasonable.  

 
Now, therefore, IT IS ORDERED:  

1. That, for the reasons explained in the body of this Order, 

further proceedings in Regulation Docket No. 58 are terminated.  The 

Commission will hereafter consider implementation of an 

interconnection services’ standard for Delmarva Power & Light Company 

in this proceeding (Docket No. 07-234). 

2. That, pursuant to agreement among the parties in Regulation 

Docket No. 58, Delmarva Power & Light Company shall file, by 

October 31, 2007, a proposed interconnection standard for the 

Commission’s consideration and potential adoption as the state-wide 

interconnection standard. 

 3. That interested persons or entities can file comments in 

response to Delmarva’s filed interconnection standard proposal on or 

before Thursday, November 15, 2007.  After review of such comments, 

the Commission will determine whether Delmarva’s proposed 

interconnection standard shall be implemented in Delaware. 

  

                                                                                                                                                             
begin a new docket limited to that utility and terminate further proceedings 
under the Regulation Docket No. 58 caption. 
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4. That the Commission reserves the jurisdiction and authority to 

enter such further Orders in this matter as may be deemed necessary or 

proper. 

       BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
 
 
       /s/ Arnetta McRae    
       Chair 
 
 
       /s/ Joann T. Conaway     
       Commissioner 
 
 
       /s/ Jaymes B. Lester     

Commissioner 
 
 
/s/ Dallas Winslow       
Commissioner 
 
 
/s/ Jeffrey J. Clark      
Commissioner 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
/s/ Karen J. Nickerson  
Secretary 
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