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RE: Certification of Self-Sufficiency of Water Supply 

Dear Mr. Burcat: 

Enclosed are one original and ten (10) copies of Artesian Water Company's 
Certification of Self-Sufficiency of water supply in accordance with 26 Del.C. Chapter 
14. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to call. 

Bruce P. Kraeuter, P,E. 
Vice President of Planning and Engineering 

BPK/jac 

664 Churchmans Road, Newark. Delaware 19702, P.O. Box 15004. Wilmington. Delaware 19850 Phone: (302) 453.6900 Fax: (302) 453.6957 
Route One & Bayberry Road, P.O. Box 842, Bethany Beach. Delaware 19930 Phone: (302) 539.0400 Fax: (302) 539.0464 

e-mail: artesian@artesianwater.com Website: artesianwater.com 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

On August 4,2003, Governor Minner signed into law H.B. 118, the "Water 

Supply Self-Sufficiency Act of 2003" (the Act). The purpose of the Act is to ensure that 

water utilities in northern New Castle County "have adequate supplies of water available, 

even during times of drought, to meet the present and ftiture needs of this State on a 

continuing and sustainable basis." (26 DeLC., Section 1401(1)) To accomplish this 

policy, a number of specific requirements are imposed upon both the jurisdictional (those 

utilities subject to Public Service Commission (PSC) oversight) and non-jurisdictional 

(those utilities exempt from PSC oversight) utilities in northern New Castle County. 

For each jurisdictional water utility in northern New Castle County, on or before 

July 1, 2006 (and every third year thereafter), the utility shall file with the Public Service 

Commission the following: 

1. a consumer water conservation plan for the following three-year period; and 

2. a certification of adequate supply for the following three-year period. (26 Del.C, 

Section 1404(a)). 

The consumer water conservation plan (Plan) must include: 

1. a description of the utility's proposed methods of consumer education to: 

a. make consumers aware of the benefits arising from the efficient use of 

water supply; 

b. make consumers aware of, and understand, any water conservation 

rate in effect, or that will be implemented by the utility during the 

following three years; 

c. make consumers aware of the existence of both new and retrofitted 

consumer equipment that improves the efficient use of water; and 

d. make consumers aware of the costs arising from the loss of water 

through leakage in consumer water systems; and 



2. for all subsequent reports, an evaluation of the effectiveness of the utility's 

plan in informing consumers of methods to improve efficient use of the 

water supply. (26 Del.C, Section 1404(b)) 

The utility must also file v^th the PSC a certification that the utility "has 

sufficient sources of water to provide adequate supply to meet the projected demand in 

the drought sensitive area (northern New Castle County) for the ensuing three years." 

With the certification, the utility must also submit supporting materials and documents 

identifying each source of supply and the volume of water available from each source. 

The supporting materials must demonstrate that the volume of supply will be adequate to 

meet or exceed the projected demand. (26 Del.C Section 1404(d)) 

Beginning with the 2009 reporting year, each jurisdictional water utility must also 

certify that its sources of supply to meet a drought of record are not reliant upon out-of-

state suppliers, except for minimum purchase obligations under purchase water contracts 

in existence on April 1, 2003. (26 Del.C, Section 1404(e)) 

This narrative and accompanying exhibits are intended to fulfill the requirements 

of the Act. The narrative is intended first to provide a basic understanding of Artesian 

Water Company's consumer water conservation program. The narrative then proceeds to 

delineate Artesian's sources of supply and current and projected water demand that might 

be realized during a 75-day drought of record as defined by the Act. (26 Del.C, Section 

1402(3)) This delineation demonstrates Artesian's self-sufficiency of supply under these 

most extreme climatic conditions. Finally, Artesian certifies its ability to meet its 

customers' water needs during a recurrence of a drought of record in northern New Castle 

County. 


